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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GABORO 01428 2003I4Z 
ACTION AID-31 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO ISO-00 EB-08 L-03 SP-02 CIAE-00 
INR-IO NSAE-00 OPIC-03 /068 W 

052889 2III3IZ/43 

R 18I2I5ZMAY78 
PM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2242 
INEO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONPIDENTIAL GABORONE 1428 

CAPE TOWN POR EMBASSY 

NAIROBI POR REDSO/EA 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID ETRN BC 

SUBJ: TRANS-KALAHARI ROAD: KEY TO NAMIBIA COOPERATION 

REF: GABORONE A-I4 OP 5/15/78 

1. EMBASSY POUCHING TO ADDRESSEES REPAIR ACCOUNT OP CON- 
VERSATIONS BETWEEN BOTSWANA VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE AND ME 
CONCERNING GOB PLANS TO POSTER CLOSE REGIONAL POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH AN INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA. GOB VIEWS 
AS PRECONDITION OF THIS COOPERATION AN EAST- WEST TRANS- 
KALAHARI ROAD LINKING THE TWO COUNTRIES VIA LOBATSE, KANYE, 
JWANENG, GHANZI AND MAMOUNO IN NAMIBIA. (WITH RECENT DECISION 
TO EXPLOIT VAST DIAMOND DEPOSITS IN JWANENG, COMPLETION OP 
LOBATSE- JWANENG STRETCH IS ALREADY ASSURED.) ROAD WOULD 
PRECEDE THE LONGER TERM BUT, WE FEEL, NO LESS LIKELY DEVELOP- 
MENT OP A TRANS-KALAHARI RAILROAD. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01428 2003I4Z 


2. IN ADDITION TO LINKING TOGETHER THE TWO COUNTRIES IN 
REGIONAL COOPERATION, PROVIDING THE ISOLATED WESTERN 
POPULATION OF BOTSWANA WITH BETTER ACCESS TO THE ABATTOIR 
AND SUPPLIES IN LOBATSE, AND OPENING POR BOTSWANA AN ALTERNATIVE 
ECONOMIC OUTLET TO THE WEST POR ITS BEEP AND MINERAL EXPORTS, 

THE ROAD WOULD ALSO BENEFIT SOUTH AFRICA INASMUCH AS IT WOULD 
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BE MUCH USED BY TRAVELERS EROM WINDHOEK TO JOHANNESBURG. 

3. REEAIR CONCLUDES THAT THE ONLY QUESTION IS WHEN AND NOT 
WHETHER THIS IMPORTANT REGIONAL ROAD WILL BE BUILT AND THAT, 
WITH AVAILABILITY OF U.S. EUNDS EOR SOUTHERN AERICAN REGIONAL 
PROJECTS, THE U.S. SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD WITH THE GOB IN MOVING 
AHEAD TOWARD REALIZATION OE THIS BOLD INITIATIVE. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: AFTER RECEIPT OP REFAIR BY ADDRESSEES, 
EMBASSY WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE RECEIVING AID REACTION TO 
CONCLUSION DRAWN IN PARA 3 ABOVE. 

NORLAND 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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